
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of several 

sub-series. The current sub-series, Jesus’ Last Week: Kingdom, Conflict, Crucifixion, will take us through 

Matthew 20 - 27 and invite us to find ourselves in the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Today’s 

sermon, Essential Extravagance, is the fourth in the series. You will find an order of service on Page 4 

and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we 

share the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults (interim):  

     Dennis Land 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, March 26: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  3:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation Class 
  5:00 p.m. Kids for Christ 

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups 
  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, March 27:  

  6:30 p.m. Martha Circle  
  7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

  

Tuesday, March 28: 
  6:00 p.m. Handbell Practice 

     

 Wednesday, March 29: 

  2:00 p.m. Growth Group 
  6:30 p.m. Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 
Thursday, March 30: 

  7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

 
Friday, March 31: 

  6:30 p.m. Kids Night Out 

 

                                    
                                       COMING UP 

Tuesday, April 4: 

 10:30 a.m.   UMW Executive Board Meeting 
  Noon  Ladies Luncheon 

 

Saturday, April 8: 

 10:00 a.m. Spring Planting at the Garden 



Youth: Spring Break on the Mountain 
      During Spring Break, youth and adults 

from Aldersgate UMC traveled to 

Monarch Mountain, near Salida, Colorado 

for the youth group’s annual ski trip. The 

week was filled with laughter, fellowship 

and bonding. New friendships arose, and 

old friendships were rekindled. The youth 

say it was the most memorable ski trip 

yet!   

      In fact, Davis Haney said that his 

favorite parts of the trip were the car 

rides, worship, and having so much fun 

skiing with people he loves. 

      Katie Rogers agreed that the trip was really fun, that she enjoyed getting to know people in 

the group better and joke around with them. 

      As a group, we enjoyed incredible views, sitting by the fire in the lodge, and for some of us, 

overcoming our fear of skiing! 

      Our nights were filled with worship and food. Davis, Wyatt Goettsch and Tori Dunham, 

brought our group together through song and praise each night, followed by a meaningful 

sermon given by Mandy McLean, who serves as the pastor of Trent UMC. Mandy gave three 

messages on how our words affect ourselves and others, as well as the power of sharing 

testimony. Our mealtimes consisted of great food and even greater conversation. Lots of 

memories were made at the various dinners, from eating Ranch dressing that wasn’t really 

Ranch at 50 Burger to roaming the Five and Dime while we waited on our table at Amica’s. 

      The trek home was filled with jokes, singing, reminiscing about the week and planning next 

year’s trip. We came back as a stronger, more courageous and bonded group. Watching the 

youth encourage each other, joke with each other and support each other both on and off the 

mountain was an incredible thing to witness.  

      Tori says that overall, it was a great chance for the youth to come together and overcome 

fears as a team. The mountain top experiences we had, both literally and figuratively, were 

truly inspiring and memorable.  Grace and Peace.  — Mariah Fusco (Youth Assistant) 



Children: Time for an Easter Egg Hunt! 

Open Door: Spring Planting April 8 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt and picnic will take 

place on April 15th, the Saturday before Easter, on 

the field north of the church. The hunt will begin 

at 11 a.m. and will conclude at approximately 

11:05! After the hunt, we will enjoy a hotdog 

picnic, free of charge. (Bring your picnic blankets 

and chairs to make sharing lunch with each other 

more enjoyable!) Every year families and 

individuals from our congregation, the Academy 

and our neighborhood join the fun. All are 

welcome to come, and all are welcome to help make the event a success! People are needed to 

scatter the eggs, grill the hotdogs, set up and serve the lunch and clean up afterwards. If you can 

help, please use the insert in the In Action to sign up and place it in the offering plates or baskets. 

All are welcome to donate filled Easter eggs, as well, as many, many, many will be needed! 

Baskets will be placed in the hallways during the next two weeks, so you can drop off your 

Easter eggs.  I hope to see you all at the hunt and picnic! Grace and Peace. — Alayna Brooks  

      This year, as a preface to Aldersgate’s observance of Easter Week, you are invited to come 

to the Open Door Community Garden (South 19th and Amarillo) and to hold tight to God's 

promise to scatter the darkness with light. The work will begin with a blessing of the land at 10 

a.m. on Saturday, April 8. Then, we will all get to work, planting seeds and bulbs in rows, in 

raised beds and in keyhole gardens. All ages and skill levels are welcome as we enjoy God’s good 

creation, the fellowship of our community and 

the promise that God is always at work, making 

all things new! Check out the photo to the right 

of Artie, Trey and Kaitlyn Waller from our 

spring planting in 2014. I hope to take a photo of 

you like this one on April 8 as we celebrate God's 

faithfulness in our neighborhood. If you would 

like more information, please make a note on 

your Welcome Card or contact me at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 

660-5017. Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz 

mailto:amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org


Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $    11,398.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    47,946.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  170,523.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $    (8,577.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      5,278.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 3.19.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

April 8:    Spring Planting at the Garden at 10 a.m. - South 19th and Amarillo streets 

April 23: Aldersgate Alive! - All-church outreach event on Sunday morning. Cookie Monsters 

needed for freshly baked cookies to add to each bag! Look for more information next week. 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 226 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 137 

Sunday School = 186 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



      It is not breaking news to say that a major transition is upon us as Pastor 

Steve and his family prepare to serve at First UMC in Midland and as we 

prepare to welcome another pastor in our conference to serve here at 

Aldersgate. (I am excited to share with you that I have been re-appointed to 

serve as your associate pastor, by the way!) 

      It’s no wonder that I’ve been thinking lately about other major 

transitions in my life and how God has used them to help me grow as a follower of Jesus.  

      Two years ago, Jason and I received word that his position was being restructured, which meant 

that we would soon be out of both a job and a home. Two days before we were scheduled to move, 

we received a call that a 5-month-old girl in the ICU of the Parkland Hospital Burn Unit was in need 

of foster parents in Abilene. The next day, we drove to Dallas to meet Natalie and bring her home. 

The day after that, we moved into the house across the street from the church. Thirteen days later, 

Natalie was moved to another family in another city. Jason and I thought we would never see her 

again. About a month later, we found out that I was pregnant with Auggie, which we considered to 

be our own personal miracle. About a month after that, we received the call that Natalie, now 8 

months old, needed to come live with us again. Just like that, we went from zero kids to two, in what 

we call our double miracle.  

      So much beauty came our way during those transitional months. And yet those were some of the 

hardest days of our life, to-date. You know as well as I do from your own transition stories that the 

greatest gifts in life, they change us, from the inside out.  

      In the Methodist tradition, we consider this to be the work of God, and we call it sanctification. I 

wonder if John Wesley and the early Methodists had sanctification in mind when the appointment 

and itineration system was formed. Because certainly, this pastoral transition is going to change us, as 

individual believers and as a community of faith. 

      Sometimes the challenge, amid the grief and the uncertainty that accompany most transitions, is 

to see that change as a good thing when everything seemed so great before. And that’s exactly when 

sanctification can do it’s best work, Sisters and Brothers, when we open ourselves to greater goodness 

than we can even imagine, knowing that letting go of our current reality is always a little painful. 

      And that’s exactly where we are, with one foot in the current goodness of God’s work in our 

community and one foot stepping forward to wherever our Rabbi is leading us. I can’t wait to see 

where the next step takes us. 



Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus


